Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600010140-1
s CLASSIFICATION  SECREL| jﬂﬂE% . o
LB 25X1A

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
INFORMATION REPORT

CCUNTRY Czechosalovakia ‘ DATE DISTR. (f,w Dec 1951

SUBJECT Miltary Training Service and Procedures NO. OF PAGES 3

25X1 q\lO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW;

N, TC
25X 11 '

aerenac I

Hif T#is pocumMint COomTatms IMPORMATIAN APPECTING THE WATIOQMAL
OF TAL UNITED STATES, WiW THE MEANIm@ DF TITL cT
Ml im0 7840 or tar u.w. cesE; AS aMENOEO. T3 18A
B Lation ar 175 cowtEaTa Ta 08 RECEIPY BY AN UNAV
e RGP ARGOUCTIGA OF THIS FOOM 14 PMOMISITES.
e o . -

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

R rasnesires av raw.

[1e)

. Since that time, however, registration and induction pro- 25X1X
codnres huve changed considerably. 1 waz never ordered 10
régister for military servize and have no information on
the procedures finvoived.

3, The period of military service 18 heing extended only for
certain specialiatz, mot for the average 1nductee. This 1
Jearned from *riends., wno feared that they would be compelled
to remein in the service longer than the normal period, or from
older married friends, who were aprrehensive thet they would
be recalled into military service. Some of these persons
received individually-written letters which exhorted them to
gerve as au honogcary duty and stated thah 1t would be posaible,
{f desired, to enlist "voluntarily." I know that not omly
#pecialists in various technical fields (graduste engineers,
physicains, stc) received such letters, but also clerical
employees, Various promises, such as relatively high in=~
come and a higher military rank than that held in the
regerve, were profferred to theses persons.
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‘Mhe Czechs in general have regarded military service as

indispensable and 1nevitable, and, ln many ways, as something
natural. However, their attltude toward military service
under the present Communist regime has changed, I heard
numeroue oompleints from many individuals, who completed thelir
sompulsory mllltary gervice or were on leave, concerning the
rigld and harsh disclpline and the gruelling training methods
prevailing in the Army. I never heard these persons complaln
asbout the food situation in the armed forces; on the contrary,
1t seems that a considerable improvement in food and clothing
has occurred, at the expense of the eivilian.

T wmow 1ittle about the actual milltary training methods,
Bowever, I waa told that the Czech tralning program nas veocome
practically identlocal with that of the Red Army.

The military service period 1s belng exploited by the Communiste
a8 an ideal opportunity to inoculcate Communism into the rank

&nd file of the Army. There 18 a vigorous propaganda campaign
pervading the dally l1ife of the soldier. The average soldler

1s virtually 1solated from oclvillans for almost two yeers, leaves
being granted only in rare instances and then only to the
po-called "Vzorny VoJin" (exemplary soldiers), Many soldlers
are unable to obtain & day-off from duty for many monthe,

Yet the Army 1s not hated nearly ae much a3 the SNB, the
uniformed police.

The most trusted soldlers are being tranaferred from aray
units to border guard units (Pohranioni Straz), which are
under the supervision cf the Ministry of National 3ecurity.
Two years of border duty is mubstituted for the normal
military service,

Other information concerning the nilitary service which
I have obtalned:

{a) The military maneuver reglon near Mimen in Nerth
Bohemia was greatly expanded recently, ané the sntire
populaticns oOf ssveral villagss in the smSgion ¥ErS
evacuated. I have heard that the East German "People's
Police" was to conduct meneuvers in this reglon.
Although one was still permitted to drive a oar through
e part of the area when I left, 1t was forbidden to

atop one's vehlcle there.

(b) In August 1951, the Medical Faculty in Hrasdec Kralove, the
most modern medical schocl in Czechoslovakia, was
ordered to devote its energles exclusively toward
military ends. (The Hradec Kralove Medlcal Paculty
wap eatablished in 1946 and had been supplied mainly
with United Steten‘equipmenh, ontained from UNRRA as

L a ama e Meea An o radl e dhmae 88w ~ o
gifts or {rom Americsns &5 donaticne.)

(e) All the students at the school were offered substantial
material adventagee in the swmmer of 1951 Af they would
join the militery medlcal corps. Most students were
compellsd to "volunteer"; thoss who rofusad were sant
to Kosice to work on ccnstruction projests and denled
further support in the continuation of thelr studles,
The teaching staff (mome of whom were trained in the
United States in 1945-1948 and oonsidered to be the hest
in Czechoslovekia) was "requested" to remaln in militery
service., A}l professors remained, with the exceptlon of
one profeassor who headed the Neurologleal Deperiment and
who was deported to Slovakls. These professors received
edither B ocolonel's or 8 goneral's rank.

SECREY ;S..E;B;B;.EE

Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIAA = 010140-1 ¢




Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00060001(3XAA

3~

(d) The polltical 1eader of this new - and possitly unique -~
Military Medical School in Czechoslovakla 1s
Professor Ivan Malek, & blologist who 18 about 38 years
old and 18 a blind follower of the Kremlin., He fre-
quently travels +to Moscow. A leader 1n the selentific
f£1el1d is Professor Bedrna a famous Czech surgeon.

(e) The military Branch at the Medical Faculty at the
Univergity in Brno hes been abolished. The new large
hospital of the East Rohemian Region in Hradec Kralove
4is now being used by the Military Mediocal Faculty. The
laboraborices, library. and administration of the Faculty
are located mainly in the new bulildings formerly used
by the East Bohemlan Military Commend.
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